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NEWS RELEASE February 25, 2003 — For Immediate Release

AIRBOSS-DEFENSE ANNOUNCES CONTRACT WITH U.S. MILITARY

Airboss Of America Corp. (“AirBoss”) is pleased to announce that AirBoss-Defense has been awarded a U.S.
$12.7 million (CDN $19.6 million) contract to supply Nuclear Biological Chemical (“NBC”) protective footwear to the
U.S. military. Production is scheduled to commence by the end of this year and continue for up to six years. The
contract is subject to the final approval of the production samples by the client.

AirBoss-Defense is a world leader in the design and supply of NBC protective wear and is a division of Acton
International Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of AirBoss. AirBoss-Defense’ “Ultimate Protection Mission” includes
production and sale of chemical warfare agent (CBRN/NBC) protective footwear, gloves and gas masks, and, the
distribution of CBRN protective personnel clothing to both the Defense and First Response sectors.

This contract will be produced at the AirBoss’ rubber injection moulding facility in Kitchener, Ontario where it
currently manufactures NBC gloves and gas mask components, and, at the AirBoss division in Acton Vale, Quebec
where other NBC products including footwear are produced.

AirBoss is a manufacturer of proprietary rubber and plastic products for the industrial and military uses. AirBoss is
also one of North America’s largest rubber mixing companies specializing in custom rubber mixing and compound
development. AirBoss is listed on the Toronto Stock Exchange under the symbol BOS.

Contact — R.L. Hagerman, President (905) 751-1188

AIRBOSS FORWARD LOOKING STATEMENT DISCLAIMER

This report contains forward-looking statements which reflect management's best judgement based on factors
currently known but involve significant risks and uncertainties. Actual results could differ materially from those
anticipated in these forward-looking statements as a result of a number of factors, including but not limited to risks
more fully described in the "Risk factors" section of the Company’s Annual Report, and other risks detailed in
filings with the Ontario Securities Commission. Forward-looking information provided pursuant to the safe harbor
established by recent securities legislation should be evaluated in the context of these factors.



